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24 ↑8
QS World University Rankings 2025

Computer Science

(#1 in HK for 12 times in the last 15 years)
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28↑3

THE World University Rankings 2025
Computer Science
(#1 in HK in the last 9 years, #3 in China)

CS Rankings 2025 
DB #1, Vis/HCI #4, CV #10, IR #12, SE 
#13, AI #18, Networks #26, NLP #33

17↓7
QS World University Rankings 2025

Data Science and Artificial Intelligence

(#1 in HK, #3 in China)



CSE Education

~1,800
Total student
enrolments

~1,000

Undergraduate
(CS majors + joint programs)

Postgraduate 
Research

(PhD: ~400)

~520

Postgraduate
Taught

250
→400

HKUST-wide extended major (+AI) since 2022
New Department-based UG admission
New MSc IT (Cybersecurity) from 2024 
New BEng AI from 2025
New MSc AI from 2025
New MSc AI and Entrepreneurship from 2025



Research Themes and Areas
AI Data Science (DS) Systems (SY)

Natural Language Processing (NLP)

Bio 
med IoT

LAELLM
AI/ML

CV

NLP

DB/DS

HCI/VIS

Theory

Cyber-
security

SE/PL

Networks



Jiasi Shen
MIT

Arpit Narechania 
Georgia Tech

May Fung
UIUC

Xiaomin Ouyang
CUHK/UCLA

Binhang Yuan
Rice/ETH

Long Chen
Zhejiang/Columbia

Dongdong She
Columbia

Junxian He
CMU

20 full interviews in 2025, 
one offer accepted

Song Guo, Chair Professor
IEEE Fellow

Highly cited researcher
Associate DH (Research and KT)

Director, MSc AI programs

Jiaya Jia, Chair Professor
IEEE Fellow

Founder of SmartMore
Director, Von Neumann Institute

Albert Chung, Professor
Associate Dean (Research)
Director, Center for Medical 
Imaging and Analysis

Mo Li, STEM Professor
IEEE Fellow
Director, LAE Research Center
General Chair, MobiCom 2025

51
Regular faculty30

Professor
(10 Chair)

Associate 
Professor

10

Assistant 
Professor

11

TTF

8

RAP

7

Female: 14%
HK BG: 22%

Mainland BG: 62%
Other BG: 16%

Faculty



impact

Gary Chan
AIoT Anti-Wandering 

Technologies: Pandemic and 
Ageing Population 

StayHomeSafe, HK Govt, JC

Kai Chen
Boosting Efficiency and 

Sustainability in AI 
Infrastructure

TBRS & wide adoption

Charles Zhang
Building an X-ray Diagnosis 

System for Enterprise-
Scale Software

Ant Finance Acquisition

Long Quan
3D Reconstruction in 

Computer Vision

Apple Acquisition

Qifeng Chen
Innovative Open-source 

Visual Generative AI 
Applications

Preempt SORA

Hao Chen
Medical LLMS

Jiaya Jia
Smart manufacturing

Yike Guo
LLM and GAI

Song Guo
Edge computing & AIoT

Mo Li
LAE

Many more…
AI, Data Sci, Systems

Qian Zhang
Health care

Some Recent Impact Cases



HK Generative AI (HKGAI)

• An InnoHK project led by HKUST 
• To build open-source foundation models for HK

• V1 announced in February 2025

• Vertical applications in legal and medical areas, plus X (finance, 
telecommunications...)



Von Neumann
Institute

Research Joint Labs with Industry



Mr Tat LEE 
Chief Executive 

and Executive Director

BEng (Comp Sci)

Prof Qiang YANG 
Co-founder

Chair Professor

Mr Jianxiong XIAO
Founder, CEO

MPhil, CSE

Professor Jiaya JIA 
Founder and Chairman

PhD ( Computer Vision)

Highlights of CSE Faculty and Alumni

12 university professors from this group (4 this year, UC 
Davis, Minnesota x 2, Texas A&M)



Absorptive Capacity Gap

aka “Valley of Challenge”

Engineering

Proof of Concept Sample Working sample Engineering Sample Pilot Production

One to One 
Research Collaboration

Service and Consulting Project
ITC Project  

One to Many
Joint Lab

Joint Research Institute
Joint Research Center

Many to Many
Industry Consortium
Multi-party Project

Uni-Research Ins-company Collaboration

Engagement Strategy: Bridge the Gap



A top-20 CS 
department 
in the world

IT innovation 
with real 
impact

An 
international 

hub of CS 
research and 

education 
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